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February 27, 2019 
 
Dear Church Family and Friends, 
  
Yesterday, the delegates of the Special General Conference of the UMC passed the Traditional Plan 
by a vote of 53%. This strengthens the language put into our book of order (the Book of Discipline) in 
1972, around human sexuality.  
  
The hope of many going into this gathering was that the language would be taken out of the 
Discipline, not strengthened.  
  
While 2/3 of US United Methodist’s do not support this plan, the fact that we are a worldwide church 
turned us in this more restrictive direction. 
  
This is heartbreaking to a congregation like ours (and many others) that supports the full inclusion of 
LGBTQI people. Our congregation made this choice to welcome all people in the early 1990’s, and 
this stands today. Our stance does not change and we continue to welcome all people into the life 
and leadership of this congregation.  
  
It may help to know that much of the Traditional Plan has already been found to be unconstitutional, 
meaning, it is outside what our UM constitution would allow. This means that much of this plan may 
never go into effect. There was also a charge of “vote buying” leveled on the floor of the Conference 
and so this has been referred to the Ethics Committee.  
  
This is the denominational level.  
  
But we don’t operate at the denominational level. We are a local church filled with people who, each 
day, wake up to live as followers of Jesus. We are everyday disciples, seeking to welcome and love 
as Jesus did. And if there is one thing we can all agree upon it is: Jesus welcomed and loved all.   
  
As your pastor, let me say loud and clear, you and your family are welcome here. We believe that all 
means all and that God’s love and care is for all people. That will not change. I will continue to marry 
and baptize, welcome in membership and leadership, all people who love Jesus and serve him as 
Lord. Our Communion Table, the center of our life together, is open to all and will always be.  
  
When things like this happen, we might feel like pulling away in anger and hurt. Instead, I invite you to 
show up on Sunday (9 & 10:30 a.m.) and make a stand with me for love. Your showing up, your 
giving, and your serving, make a stand that regardless of what struggles our denomination 
experiences, we are a local congregation committed to all people and that TOGETHER WE ARE 
BETTER.  
 
 
  
Pastor Nicole Reilley 
 
  
P.S. We are part of the Western Jurisdiction – click on the link on our home page to hear the Bishops’ 
statement about this issue. 


