Use this daily Transformation Journal to learn how to study the Bible for yourself. Pray before you
begin and ask God to bless you with insight and discernment as you ponder and respond to the
questions, which are tools for your spiritual growth.

Philippians
2:1-6 NIV

! If you have any
encouragement
from being united
with Christ, if any
comfort from his
love, if any i
fellowship with the |
Spirit, if any
tenderness and
compassion, *then
make my joy
complete by being
like-minded,
having the same
love, being one in
spirit and purpose.
®Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, but in humility consider
others better than yourselves. “Each of you should look not only to your own
interests, but also to the interests of others. °Your attitude should be the same
as that of Christ Jesus: °Who, being in very nature God, did not consider
equality with God something to be grasped,

Monday, August 31

It is easy to put work and your worship
into separate areas of your life, but
God calls you to be just as strong a
witness at work as you are at church.
In fact, hard work sets an example for
others and gains respect from
coworkers. In today’s readings, Paul
set the standard for “work witnessing”
by calling all to work hard and to
become spiritual workers God can use.

2 Thessalonians 3:6-15 and
1 Thessalonians 2:6-9

What were Paul’s instructions to the
Thessalonians about how to be an
effective witness in the workplace?

Make a list of individuals in your
workplace for whom you can pray
regularly.

Sermon Notes

Tuesday, September 1

God gives all of us natural abilities and
wants us to use these skills for God’s
own purposes. Some mistakenly think
that God only uses spiritual gifts to
help build the church, but that’s not the
case - your workplace skills can also
contribute to God’s kingdom. When
you allow God to use your natural
abilities or workplace skills, amazing
things can happen. Bezalel and
Oholiab were two such individuals;
through the power of God they were
able to use their skills for God’s honor.

Exodus 31:1-11, 36:1-7 and
Proverbs 22:29

What did God call Bezalel and Oholiab
to do? How were they able to
accomplish these tasks?

How have you used your skills for
God’s purposes in the past? What
might be some new ways God can use
your gifts, skills, and passions to
further the Kingdom?




Wednesday, September 2

God calls you to be a faithful,
responsible and trustworthy worker
wherever you find yourself. Whether
your role at work is small or large, God
is always looking for faithful, diligent
believers in every workplace to whom
much spiritual influence can be given
can be given. Joseph'’s life paints a
perfect picture of a faithful worker, who
by being trustworthy in small roles was
elevated by God to literally save much
of the known world from starvation.

Genesis 39:1-6, 20-23; 41:41-57

In Genesis 39, what words are used to
describe Joseph’s work? To what
position did God elevate Joseph
because of his faithfulness?

In what ways are you trustworthy at
your workplace? In what do you need
to improve (time management,
efficiency, integrity, language, and so
forth)?

Thursday, September 3

One of the ways you become a better
worker is to realize that you are really
just a steward of God’s world, not an
owner of the gifts, talents, abilities, and
jobs you have been given. One thing
that can help keep your focus on being
a faithful steward is remembering that
God will one day ask for an account of
what you were given. Knowing this,
your priority becomes working for the
benefit of God and blessing God’s
people, not just fulfilling your own
selfish wants and desires.

Matthew 25:14-30

What happened to the servants who
worked and gained more for the
master? What about the one who
didn’t do anything with the talent he
was given?

How will you stay focused on the truth
that you are a steward instead of an
owner of yor gifts, talents, and
abilities?

Friday, September 4

Being an effective witness in the
workplace also means having a
profound influence on those around
you through your actions and
reputation. When you live and work
trying to fulfill God’s purposes God will
often elevate you in leadership so that
you can have a positive effect on the
people around you. It is godly actions
and integrity that will bring others to
connect with the same Jesus you know
and serve.

Luke 7:1-10 and Acts 10:1-48

How did those around them view both
centurions? What kind of influence did
they have on those who worked for or
served them?

What kind of influence for Christ would
you like to have on those who work for
or with you? Write a prayer asking
God to help you grow in your maturity
of workplace witness.

Saturday, September 5

Since our life’s work is also our
worship, never underestimate how
God will use you to build the Kingdom.
God’s calling to all believers is to do
eternal work, no matter what your
current job happens to be. Constantly
pursue God'’s best will and purpose for
your life. Your goal is to be best
positioned by God to help build up the
lives of all those around you and point
them to Jesus. That is your daily
calling in work and witness.

John 6:27 and 1 Corinthians 3:10-15

What kind of work do John (John 6:27)
and Paul (in 1 Corinthians) say will
endure?

What message regarding your daily
work do you find in today’s readings?
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